A Summer Reading Program!  Hurray!
June 11, 2013
Dear Middle School Students and Parents,


St. Joseph Middle School has a summer reading requirement for all incoming 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students.  Required reading will accomplish several tasks.  First, it will help to get our literature program off to a great start.  Next, required reading will give the students something concrete to focus on during the summer months.  And finally, most high schools require one or more novels to be read in preparation for a test or writing assignment on the first day of school.  We view this as yet another way we can help our students be prepared for high school.  

How will this program work?

Your children will be given a book during the last week of school that they need to read before returning to school in the fall.  Each class will have a different book and different requirements based on grade level that will be presented to them by their teacher.  The students must be prepared to participate in either a written and/or oral activity about the book during the first week of school.  Attached to this letter, you will find guidelines for your child’s grade level.  Please read these together with your child and both of you sign and return the bottom portion of this letter to your child’s current teacher by Wednesday, June 12, 2013.
Book Selections

If your child is an incoming:

6th grader- My Side of the Mountain- Jean Craighead George
7th grader- The Captain’s Dog- Roland Smith
8th grader- The Outsiders- S.E. Hinton
What if we lose the book or misplace the guidelines?
All books are the property of St. Joseph School and if lost or damaged will need to be replaced by the child’s parent or legal guardian.  

All requirements and book titles will be posted on the school web-site.  

As a staff, we feel this program is an extremely important element to help your child discuss literature in a challenging and exciting way.  

Thank you for supporting this program.

St. Joseph Middle School Staff

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

My child ______________________and I read the guidelines for the Middle School Summer Reading Requirement.  

_______________________________
______________________


Parent Signature




Date
_______________________________
______________________


Student Signature




Date






