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My Side of the Mountain  By Jean Craighead George
Questions to guide your reading. 

Answer the questions in complete sentences in cursive on separate lined paper as you are reading the book.  Try every question.  Leave space between each of your answers so that you can write the correct answer or add to your answer when we discuss each question in August and September.
Comprehension and Recall
1. Why has Sam run away to the mountains? 
2. What tasks does he set for himself once he finds the property? 
Higher Level Thinking Skills
3. Sam uses various survival skills to make a home in the wilderness. List at least 4 of these skills?

4. Why doesn't Sam's father prevent him from leaving home? 
Literary Elements
5. The book begins with a journal entry about a December storm. Then the story flashes back to the previous May. Why do you think the book begins with the winter event? 
Personal Response
6. In what ways does Sam seem unusual compared to other people of his age? In what ways does he seem much like other young people?

QUESTIONS TO TALK ABOUT
Comprehension and Recall
1. Who is Bando? Why does Sam feel sad when Bando leaves? 
2. Sam sees signs of the coming winter in the way animals behave. What are some of these signs? (
Higher Level Thinking Skills
3. As winter approaches, Sam gives a lot of attention to how to keep warm. One way to keep warm is through making warm clothes. What is the other way? 
What two major problems does Sam encounter? 
How does he solve the two problems? 
Literary Elements
4. Jean Craighead George, the author, doesn't talk down to her young readers! She often makes literary allusions, which – when clarified can lead to understanding of the story. To clarify three important allusions Bando uses as he talks to Sam, read what the allusion refers to, then complete how you think the allusion applies to the story.

	Word
	What it refers to
	How it applies to the story

	Desdemondia
	This is a version of Desdemona, the naive heroine in Shakespeare's "Othello". Desdemona takes things at their face value, and trusts people.
	

	Thoreau
	Henry David Thoreau, a 19th century American writer, left the city and lived alone for 2 years at Walden Pond.
	

	Wedgewood
	Wedgewood is a beautiful and delicate kind of china.
	


Personal Response
5. Why does Sam want to celebrate Halloween? As he does this, what does he learn about himself and about the animals around him?

QUESTIONS TO TALK ABOUT
Comprehension and Recall
1. What newspaper story does Bando bring to Sam? How has the news gotten out about Sam? 
2. Who is Matt Spell? What bargain does Sam strike with him? 
3. Why does Sam's family move to the mountain? 

Higher Level Thinking Skills
4. Toward the end of his year alone, what challenges from nature does Sam face? How is he able to cope with these problems? 
5. During winter and spring, Sam has several human visitors. What feelings does Sam have about this situation? 
6. Bando says to Sam,"Let's face it, Thoreau; you can't live in America today and be quietly different." What does Bando mean by this? 
Literary Elements
7. Writers often foreshadow, or give clues about, what will happen next. Here are three events from Sam's story: Sam seeks out a friendship with Aaron; Sam enjoys Tom's stories about kids in town; Sam gets tired of writing in his journal, and goes to the library to get books to read. What major change do these events foreshadow? 
Personal Response
8. Do you like the way the book ends? Explain why or why not.

9. Sam says of Frightful, "She was a captive, not a wild bird, and that is almost another kind of bird." What do you think Sam means by this? In what way might Sam's statement apply to himself?

